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Topic 1: Forced Labor in the Agricultural and Garment Industries

Forced labor is a major human rights issue, and two industries where it is especially common are
agriculture and garment manufacturing. Many people who work in these industries are often forced to
do so under harsh conditions, receiving little or no pay. In the agricultural industry, workers may be forced
to pick crops, harvest food, or tend to animals, often in unsafe environments. Meanwhile, in the garment
industry, workers may be required to sew clothes or make shoes, usually in crowded factories under
poor conditions.

In both industries, forced labor often happens because people in poverty are tricked or trapped into
these jobs. They may be promised a good job or pay, only to find themselves in a situation where they
cannot leave and are mistreated. This can also affect children, who are sometimes made to work in fields
or factories instead of going to school. Furthermore, some people are trafficked from one source country
to another destination country to work in poor conditions and in unfamiliar territories.

Many organizations, including the United Nations (UN), are working to stop forced labor. The UN’s
International Labour Organization (ILO) and other groups have created rules to protect workers and fight
against exploitation. But even with these protections, forced labor remains a big issue in many parts of
the world. Understanding how it happens in industries like agriculture and garment production can help
us work together to create a better future.

Discussion Questions

1. What is forced labor, and how is it used in the agricultural and garment industries?
o Explore how forced labor affects both industries and what makes people vulnerable to it.
2. What are the main causes of forced labor in agriculture and garment manufacturing?
o Discuss the role of poverty, lack of education, supply chains, and global demand for
cheap products.
3. Why are these industries more likely to have forced labor than others?
o Consider the working conditions in agriculture and garment factories and the lack of
protections in certain countries.
4. How can governments and international organizations like the UN help end forced labor in
these industries?
o Explore the role of laws, regulations, and global cooperation.
5. What actions can consumers take to reduce forced labor in the products they buy?
o Discuss the importance of fair trade, ethical purchasing, and being aware of where
products come from.
6. What are some alternatives for supporting workers in these industries without resorting to
forced labor?
o Think about ways to improve working conditions and wages.

Resources for Further Research

International Labour Organization (ILO): ForcedlLabor

International Labour Organization (ILO): ChildLabor

International Labour Organization (ILO): ForcedLaborintheGarmentindustry
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): ChildLaborinAgriculture


https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/topics-and-sectors/child-labour
https://www.ilo.org/projects-and-partnerships/projects/eliminating-child-labour-and-forced-labour-cotton-textile-and-garment-value
https://www.fao.org/childlabouragriculture/en/
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Topic 2: Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is a technology that allows machines and computers to learn, think, and solve
problems. It is used in many areas of life, from smartphones to video games, healthcare, and even
self-driving cars. Al can do things like recognize faces, suggest videos on YouTube, or translate languages.
While Al makes life easier in many ways, it also raises important questions about how it should be used.

For example, Al is sometimes used in making big decisions, like who gets a loan or a job, but what if the
Al makes unfair choices? It can also be used in robots or machines, which could be helpful in some cases,
but could cause problems if misused. Many people worry that Al could replace jobs in the future, leaving
many people without work.

The United Nations and countries around the world are trying to create rules and guidelines to ensure Al
is used responsibly and for the good of society. While Al has the potential to improve our lives, it’s
important to make sure it is used safely and fairly.

Discussion Questions

1. What is Artificial Intelligence, and how is it used in everyday life?

o Explore the different ways Al is already a part of our lives, from apps to machines.
2. What are the benefits of Al?

o Discuss how Al can help solve problems, improve services, and make our lives easier.
3. What are the risks or dangers of using Al?

o Consider how Al might make mistakes, invade privacy, or take jobs from people.
4. How should governments and international organizations like the UN regulate AI?

o Talk about why it’s important to have rules and laws for how Al is developed and used.
5. Do you think Al could be more intelligent than humans one day? If so, is that a good or bad

thing?

o Discuss the idea of Al becoming very advanced and what the consequences might be.
6. What can we do to make sure Al is used for good?

o Think about ways we can ensure Al helps people and doesn’t cause harm.

Resources for Further Research

e United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO): Artificial
Intelligence

e United Nations International Telecommunications Union (ITU): AlforGood

e United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): AlforDevelopment

e United Nations: GlobalRegulationofAl


https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence
https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence
https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-good/un-ai-actions/
https://www.undp.org/digital/ai
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/09/1154541

